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TOWN OF HOLDERNESS
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING-MINUTES
MARCH 11 & 13, 2014

At the annual Town Meeting of the Town of Holderness held on March 11 and postponed March 12 by the Moderator Ross Deachman due to inclement weather, reconvened March 13, 2014, the following business was transacted.

At 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2014, at the Holderness Town Hall, Moderator Ross Deachman convened the meeting and declared the polls opened.   At 7:00 p.m., Moderator Deachman declared the polls closed and the ballots counted.  Results were announced and the Moderator declared the winners.

At 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 13, 2014 at Holderness Central School the Meeting resumed following the Holderness Central School District Meeting.  Malcolm “Tink” Taylor was duly appointed as Moderator, pro tem by Moderator Ross Deachman for the purpose of presiding over the meeting.     

Moderator Malcolm Taylor asked for a moment of silence for those residents that had passed away during the year 2013.

Moderator Taylor announced the results of Article 1 and declared the winners.  The Moderator announced the results of the State Special Election for Executive Councilor. The Moderator declared that Article 2 (the Zoning Amendments) had all passed.  



Article 1:	To choose all Town Officers by official ballot:
		Selectman for 3 Years: (Vote for Two)
	            Jill Mudgett White          248
                        Peter S.Francesco           250

                        Town Clerk for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                        Ellen King                       307

                        Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                        Maurice Lafreniere           292

                        Library Trustee for 3 Years:(Vote for One)
                        Carol A. Snelling              282

		Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 Years: (Vote for One)
                        Frances “Kay” Hanson      290

                        Fire Ward for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                        David Dupuis                     281

                   



                       Special General Election for Executive Councilor:
                       Republican:
                       Joseph D. Kenney              126

                       Democratic:
                       Michael J. Cryans              179
               



Article 2:         2014 Proposed Zoning Ordinance Changes
                         (Recommended by the Planning Board)

1. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows:  Amend Section 400.6.3.1:  Flashing Signs:  to clarify and expand the portion of the ordinance addressing the use of flashing and electronic signs?”

                                             Yes    232                 No   55

2. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows: Amend Section 400.8.2: to clarify that setback requirements for septic tanks and leach fields also apply to rivers and clarify the setback reference line?”
 
                                             Yes   262                  No  33

3. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows: Amend Section 700.3.1: Lots: to replace the phrase cubic footage with living area square footage?”
         
                                            Yes   253                   No  34

4. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows: Amend Section 1100.1 Expedited Septic System Repair or Replacement: to change the process for approving an expedited septic system repair or replacement?”

                                             Yes  250                  No  35

5. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows: Amend Section 1300 Definitions: Expansion – to replace the phrase cubic footage with living area square footage and clarify expansion of use?”
                                             Yes   254                No   33

6. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance as follows: Amend Section 1300 Definitions: Structure – To exclude fences 6’ high or lower from the definition?”

                                            Yes   232               No  50


HOLDERNESS CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
ELECTION RESULTS

                                       School Board Member for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                                       Joseph E. Casey                  287

                                       School Board Member for 2 Years: (Vote for One)
                                       Christina Gribben               265
 
                                      School District Treasurer for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                                      Kathleen S. Whittemore      278
 
                                     School District Moderator for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                                     Write-in
                                     Malcolm Taylor                   23
                                     Ross Deachman                     8
                                    


HOLDERNESS ELECTION RESULTS
PEMI-BAKER REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT
ELECTION RESULTS

                                     Moderator for 2 Years: (Vote for One)
                                     Quentin Blaine                 274

                                    School Board Member from Campton for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
	                       Peter Pettengill                247
 
                                    School Board Member from Holderness for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                                    Ross V. Deachman          271

                                    School Board Member from Plymouth for 3 Years: (Vote for One)
                                    Maureen E. Ebner          250

                                    School Board Member from Rumney for 3 Years:  (Vote for One)
                                    Edward F. Gaiero         230


HOLDERNESS ELECTION RESULTS
PEMI-BAKER REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT-WARRANT ARTICLES

Article 1:   To see if the School District will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of nine million nine hundred sixty thousand five hundred fifty-one dollars ($9,960,551) for the renovation of the CTE Center (Vocational Wing), and to authorize the issuance of not more than nine million nine hundred sixty thousand five hundred fifty-one dollars ($9,960,551) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA Chapter 33) and to authorize the School Board to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon.  The School Board recommends this article.  (3/5 vote required.)

                                      Yes    200                               No     82

Article 2:  To see if the School District will vote to authorize the School Board to negotiate and execute such tuition contracts as the Board may determine advisable for students inside or outside the Pemi-Baker Regional School District.  The School Board recommends this article.  (Majority vote required

                                         Yes    249                              No     35

Article 3:  To see if the School District will vote to establish a contingency fund in accordance with Revised Statutes Annotated 198:4-b, such contingency fund to meet the cost of unanticipated expenses that may arise during the year and, further, to see if the District will raise and appropriate the sum of one thousand dollars ($1,000) for such contingency fund.  The School Board recommends this article.  (Majority vote required.)

                                         Yes    248                              No    40

Article 4:  To see if the School District will vote to authorize and empower the School Board to borrow up to one hundred four thousand dollars ($104,000) representing a portion of the State of New Hampshire’s share of special education costs for the 2014-2015 school year, pursuant to RSA 198:20-d upon such terms and conditions as the School Board determines in the best interests of the District, said sum together with the costs of borrowing to be repaid by the State of New Hampshire pursuant to RSA 198:20-d, or to take any action in relation thereto.  The School Board recommends this article.  (Majority vote required.)

                                         Yes    235                               No   47



Article 5:  To see if the School District will vote to approve the cost items included in a collective bargaining agreement reached between the School Board and the Plymouth Regional Educational Support Staff, which calls for the following increases in salaries and benefits:
               Year                       Estimated Increase
           2014-2015                        $29,097.00
and further to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty-nine thousand ninety-seven dollars ($29,097.00) for the 2014-2015 fiscal year, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase in salaries and benefits over those of the appropriation at current staffing levels in accordance with the most recent collective bargaining agreement.  The School Board recommends this article.  (Majority vote required.)

                                          Yes  218                               No   64


Article 6:  To see if the Pemi-Baker Regional School District will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session (deliberative session) for the purposes set forth therein, totaling twelve million four hundred eighty-seven thousand two hundred fifty-three dollars ($12,487,253).

Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be twelve million six hundred fifty-eight thousand eight hundred eighty-nine dollars ($12,658,889), which is the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Pemi-Baker Regional School District, or by law or the governing body may hold one special meeting.  In accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only.  This sum excludes the sums in Warrant Articles 1, 3, and 5.  The School Board recommends this article.  (Majority vote required.)

                                       Yes   237                                No   44

 
                  
Article 3:		To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of all Town Officers and
	Committees.

Moved by Andy Hancock and seconded by Alicia Abbott.   Susan Francesco stated that there was
error in the 2013 Town Report on Page 9, relating to the list of names under Fond
Memories as some of the residents names listed had passed away in 2012, and some resident’s names
had been omitted.  The vital record list of resident deaths on page 74 and 75 is correct.
A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED.


Article 4:	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the Budget Committee’s recommended sum of Two Million Two Hundred and Eighty-three Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($2,283,700) for general municipal operations. Said sum does not include special or individual articles elsewhere within this warrant.		
	
Moved by Daniel Rossner and seconded by Fran Taylor.   No Discussion.  A voice vote was taken
and the Article PASSED.



Article 5:	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Hundred and Eighty-two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($382,500) to be placed into the following Capital Reserve Funds:

	Fire/Rescue Vehicles	$40,000
	Road Reconstruction	150,000
	White Oak Pond Dam	1,000
	Transfer Station Equipment	2,000
	Municipal Buildings	30,000
	Revaluation	35,000
	Library	5,000
	Fire Equipment	5,000
	Public Works Vehicles	46,000
	Police Cruiser 	26,000
	Employee Health Insurance Trust	15,000
	Conservation                                       	5,000
	Town Office IT Fund	10,000
	Library IT Fund	10,000
	Master Plan Fund	2,500
		$382,500	

Moved by Susan Francesco and seconded by Andy Hancock.  No Discussion.  A voice vote was
taken and the Article PASSED.	


Article 6:	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Hundred and Thirty-Three Thousand Dollars ($233,000) for the following capital projects and to fund this appropriation by authorizing the Select Board to withdraw the sums indicated from the following designated Capital Reserve Funds for these purposes:

	Road Reconstruction 	$150,000
	Revaluation (cycle inspections)	    30,000
	Police Cruiser	   38,000
	Employee Health Ins. Ded.                  15,000
	Total:	    $  233,000 	

	
Moved by Alden Van Sickle and seconded by Joanna Tuveson.  No Discussion.  A voice vote was
taken and the Article PASSED.
	

Article 7:	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($5,700.00) for the purchase of a new office copier/scanner/fax machine. Amount to come from the unexpended fund balance as of 06/30/14.


Moved by Bruce Whitmore and seconded by Daniel Rossner.  No Discussion.  A voice vote was
taken and the Article PASSED.


	
Article 8.	To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand One Hundred Thirty-five Dollars ($15,135.00) for the purchase of a new town office computer server and four workstations. Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) to come from the Town Office IT Capital Reserve Fund and the balance amount to come from the unexpended fund balance as of 06/30/14.


Moved by Anne Hunnewell and seconded by Andy Hancock.  No Discussion.  A voice vote was
taken and the Article PASSED.
	
					
Article 9: 	To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to enter into a multi-year lease for a portion of the transfer station property located on TaDaDump Road to New Hampshire Public Radio for a transmitter site. The length and terms of the lease agreement to be in the best interest of the Town as determined by the Select Board. 

Moved by Fran Taylor and seconded by Bruce Whitmore.  Alden Van Sickle asked what the height is
of the transmitter tower?   Selectman Shelagh Connelly answered 60 feet tall. A question was asked
on the location of the tower?  Administrator Walter Johnson answered behind the electronics building
at the transfer station. Sallie Fellows asked at the public hearings had there been any
objections to this tower and if there would be lights on it?  Selectmen Connelly stated there were no
objections raised at the public hearing on the tower and there will be no lights.   Selectmen Connelly
stated that the Town will receive $ 1,500 a year for the lease from Public Radio.  The Moderator
recognized Scott McPherson from NH Public Radio as there was no objection for him to speak.  Mr.
McPherson confirmed the purpose and the height of the tower and that the transmitter will expand
coverage to neighboring towns of Holderness and Squam Lake area.  Richard Fabian asked if the
Select board had a policy for leasing property to non-profit organizations?  Selectman 
Connelly stated that the Board has no formal policy but to hold a public hearing to allow
residents to voice comments or concerns.   A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED.



Article 10: 	To see if the Town will vote to reaffirm its objection to the Northern Pass Project, which submitted an amended application (replacing their original application and subsequent amendments) for a Presidential Permit to the Department of Energy on July 1, 2013 and to recommend that state owned transportation rights-of-way should be used to locate underground energy transmission corridors; or to take any other action relative thereto. This article is by petition.


Moved by Walter Johnson and seconded by Larry Spencer.   No Discussion.  A voice vote was taken
and the Article PASSED.


Article 11:	To transact any other business that can legally come before the meeting. 


The Moderator recognized Christopher Buckley, Conservation Commission member who wanted to alert the
community that arsenic had been found in some drilled wells in Holderness as well as in some surrounding
towns, and inform residents how they can get their water tested.

The Moderator recognized Betsy Whitmore who stated that a committee has been formed to include a
chapter in the master plan on Historic Cultural Resources and seeks input or comments on historic landmarks
within the town.

The Moderator recognized Andy Hancock who expressed his appreciation and thanks to all members of the
Fire Department for the all of their help to him and his family over the past couple years and for the
exceptional service they provide to the community.

The Moderator recognized Mr. Webb who suggested that the Selectmen take the 1st years lease revenue and
construct a warming shelter for the transfer station attendant. 

Ted Vansant, Chairman of the Library Trustees stated that Library Trustees hired a new Library Director,
Jackie Heath and asked the residents to stop by the Library and welcome her to the town. 

Selectman John Laverack recognized and thanked Peter Webster for his 10 years of service on the Board of
Selectmen and the 4 years on the Budget Committee.  Mr. Laverack recognized his
accomplishments as he was instrumental in updating the technology in the town office.  Mr. Laverack
presented Mr. Webster a granite clock as a token of appreciation for his dedicated service to the town.

Peter Webster expressed his appreciation and thanks to the dedicated Town Employees, Board & Committee members, Elected Officials and for the support from the community.

Peter Francesco moved to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Betsy Whitmore.  

Moderator Taylor declared the meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully submitted,

Ellen King
Holderness Town Clerk
