Alert about Frozen Meat Vendors – 6/10/11

The NH Department of Health and Human Services’ (DHHS) Food Protection Section recently received information from the Whitefield and Rindge Police Departments that individuals were going to homes trying to sell meat. There have also been similar reports from the states of Maine and Massachusetts. The NH Department of Health and Human Services is issuing this advisory to police departments and health officers to notify them of the requirements of the sale of meat products.

Anyone conducting door-to-door sales of meat products is required to have a license from the DHHS Division of Public Health Services Food Protection Section unless operating in one of the 16 self-inspecting cities/towns in the list below. In the self-inspecting communities the health officer should be contacted for licensing information. Sellers of these meat products should be able to produce a copy of the licensing document. These products should only be sold by the case since all the labeling information is on the case - not the individual packages. The label should contain:

· The meat plant's inspection number - USDA seal  

· Species

· Cut

· Net weight

· Ingredients statement

· Safe handling instructions

Meat products are required to be transported refrigerated (<41°F) or frozen. If the vehicle is stopped and the officer is concerned about the disposition of the meat (not refrigerated or frozen, signs of re-freezing, off odors, no USDA seals, no information or labeling) then Food Protection should be contacted at 603-271-4589. The vehicle should be detained until Food Protection or the local town health officer can be contacted to assess the condition of the meat (see list at www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/fp/documents/selfinspect.pdf). Food Protection has the authority to embargo and/or condemn the food if it has been determined to be adulterated, contaminated, unsafe, or unwholesome. Information regarding these incidents should be forwarded to Food Protection.


For meat

For poultry

