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TOWN OF HOLDERNESS

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 11& 12, 2008
At the annual Town Meeting of the Town of Holderness held on March 11 and 12, 2008 the following business was transacted.

At 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 11, 2008 at the Holderness Town Hall, Moderator Ross Deachman convened the meeting and began reading the warrant.  After reading Article 1 and 2 the Moderator declared the polls opened.  At 7:00 p.m., Moderator Deachman declared the polls closed and the ballots were counted.  Results were announced and the Moderator declared the winners.

At 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at Holderness Central School the Meeting resumed.  Moderator Deachman asked for a motion that we dispense with the reading of the remainder of the Warrant and take the articles up one at a time as they appear in the Warrant.   Moved by Malcolm “Tink” Taylor and seconded by Fran Taylor.   A voice vote was taken and the motion passed.

Article 1:
To choose all Town Officers by official ballot:



Selectmen for 3 Years (Vote for Two)

                        Suzanne Peoples          203


Chris Devine                145
                        Margie Maybeck           13

                        Wendell Broom             11

                        Town Clerk for 3 Years:
                        Ellen King                    270

Town Treasurer for 1 Year:

            Todd Elgin
             255
            Trustee for Trust Funds for 3 Years:
            Maurice Lafreniere
 256


Library Trustee for 3 Years:
                        Carol Snelling              256


Library Trustee for 2 Years: (Vote for Two)

                        Amanda Loud               142
                        Jean Swindell                107
                        Kathleen Wieliczko      129
                        Wendell Broom              87
 Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 Years:
                        Frances “Kay” V.P. Hanson    256
Fire Ward for 3 Years:

                        Harold Maybeck                     227
Article 2:
2008 Proposed Zoning Ordinance Changes

1. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows:  All lands located within 250 feet of the shoreline of any  public waters as delineated in RSA 483-B  shall not be altered without first complying with RSA 483-B?“  (Proposed by the Planning Board)
Yes     213                           No  61
2. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows:  To remove Article IV Section V which allows more than one dwelling on a lot?”   (Proposed by the Planning Board)
Yes   155                            No   112
3. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows: To expand the steep slopes ordinance?”    (Proposed by the Planning Board)
Yes   176                           No   86
4. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows: To authorize the Board of Selectmen or their agent to issue a Certificate of Compliance prior to occupancy or use?”   (Proposed by the Planning Board)
Yes  192                             No    74
5. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows: To change, amend or add the definitions for Erosion, Natural Ground Cover, Sedimentation, Site Disturbance, Slope, Steep Slope, Useable Lot Area, Vegetative Cover and Wetlands?”     (Proposed by the Planning Board)


  Yes   197                             No   74
6. “Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed by the planning board for the town zoning ordinance as follows:  Making  numerous housekeeping, non-substantive changes to correct spelling, grammar, and numbering? “    (Proposed by the Planning Board)
 Yes    236                            No   29
CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

          ELECTION RESULTS

School Board Member for 3 Years:
Joseph E. Casey         249
District Treasurer for 3 Years:

Kathleen S. Whittemore   252
District Moderator for 3 Years:

Laura Rollison                 250
HOLDERNESS ELECTION RESULTS

PEMI-BAKER REGIONAL SCHOOL

                   DISTRICT

                       ELECTION RESULTS

Moderator for 1 Year:
Quentin Blaine              239
School Board Member for 3 Years: Campton
Peter M. Pettengill        212
School Board Member for 2 Years: Campton
Susan Johnson                4
School Board Member for 3 Years: Holderness
Ross Deachman            245
School Board Member for 3 Years: Plymouth
Kathy Ringlein              199
School Board Member for 2 Years: Plymouth

Tim Naro                       111
Bill Dauer       

    77
School Board Member for 3 Years: Rumney

Edward Gaiero               189
Article 3:
To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of all Town Officers and



Committees
Moved by Fran Taylor and seconded by Earl Hansen.    
Alden Van Sickle moved to amend the 2007 Town Report on Page 48, relating to the schedule of Town equipment, the 13’ Boston Whaler boat is not listed and the 1979 Dunbarton Cascade Trailer is actually a 1951 model.  Further, a correction to the Fire Department Report on Page 17 paragraph 2, the fireboat is a “three two pontoon style” boat and the engine is a 200 hp Honda 4 cycle engine. Fran Taylor seconded this amendment and a voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED as amended. 
Moderator Ross Deachman preceded with the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag led by Malcolm “Tink” Taylor and had a moment of silence for those residents that passed away during the year 2007.

Moderator Ross Deachman announced the results of Articles 1 and declared the winners.  The Moderator declared that Article 2 (the Zoning Amendments) had all passed.   Moderator Deachman announced the Holderness Central School and Pemi-Baker School
District results.   On behalf of the Board of Selectmen, the Moderator introduced David 
Lorch the new Town Planner, Compliance and Health Officer and Eleanor

Mardin as the new Fire Chief as her father, Richard Mardin had retired last year.
Article 4:
To see if the Town will vote, under the provisions of RSA 72:28,II and IV, to increase the annual Veterans Tax Credit on residential property from $400 to $500."

 


Recommended by the Selectmen and Budget Committee

Moved by Alden Van Sickle and seconded by Martha Richards.   No discussion followed.  A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED.
Article 5:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the budget committee recommended sum of Two Million Nine Hundred Eighty-two Thousand One Hundred and Sixty-five Dollars ($2,982,165.) for general municipal operations for a period of 18 months per RSA 31:94-a beginning on January 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 to implement the town’s change from a calendar fiscal year to a July 1 to June 30 fiscal year. Said sum does not include special or individual articles elsewhere within this warrant.

Recommended by Selectmen and Budget Committee 
Moved by Earl Hansen and seconded by Harry Maybeck.  
Selectman Peter Webster explained that this 18 month budget will allow the town to improvement it’s fiscal management by changing from a calendar fiscal year to a June 30, year end fiscal year. This change will also align the town’s fiscal year with both of the school districts and the county’s .The budget in this article is from January 1 through June 30, 2009. If you compare just the first 12 month period of this budget to the 2007 budget there is a 3.6 % increase. Also included in the January 1 through June 30, 2009 portion of this budget is an additional 3 % increase to cover cost increases during that period.  Webster explained that the town has a fund balance of a little over $ 900,000.00, and using a significant amount of those funds will help off set expenses for the additional six month period from January 1-June 30, 2009.   Martha Richards questioned if the tax billing timing would change.  Selectman Webster answered that it would remain the same.  Alden Van Sickle questioned the downside of not passing this article.   Selectman Webster explained this change is that there have been court cases that challenge towns that spend money on certain expenditures prior to town meeting approval; therefore the reason the Board of Selectmen are recommending this change.  Clarification was given that a change to a fiscal calendar year allows approval of expenditures at the annual town meeting prior to the start of expenditures on July 1st . A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED.
Article 6:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Hundred Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($300,100) to be placed into the following Capital Reserve Funds:


Fire/Rescue Vehicles
$35,000.


Road Reconstruction
150,000.


White Oak Pond Dam
1,000.


Transfer Station Equipment
10,000


Municipal Buildings
12,100.


Revaluation
25,000

Fire Equipment
2,000.


Public Works Vehicles
35,000.


Police Cruiser 
20,000

Employee Health Insurance Trust
5,000


Conservation                                       
5,000


$300,100

Recommended by the Selectmen and Budget Committee

Moved by Earl Hansen and seconded by Peg Winton.  Martha Richards asked how much

money is in the road reconstruction account.  Moderator directed Ms. Richards to page 61 in the Annual Report where all capital reserve fund balances are listed which shows a balance in the road reconstruction account of $ 44,627.79 as of December 31, 2007.   Ms. Richards asked if there should be more money raised in this article for road maintenance.   Board Chairman Peter Francesco, advised Ms.Richards the money in the road reconstruction capital reserve fund is for road reconstruction not for road maintenance.   Peter Furmanick, Road Agent stated the roads selected for 2008 are a portion of Burleigh Farm Road, Seven Pines Road and Smith Road. A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED.
Article 7:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Hundred and Fifty-two Thousand One Hundred Dollars ($352,100) for the following capital projects and to fund this appropriation by authorizing the Selectmen to withdraw the sums indicated from the following designated Capital Reserve Funds for these purposes:


Road Reconstruction 

$150,000.


Highway Dump Truck

$135,000


Public Safety Building Improvements

$    7,100



Revaluation

 $ 30,000

Police Cruiser

 $ 30,000

Total:

$352,100.

Recommended by Selectmen and Budget Committee
Moved by Fran Taylor and seconded by Earl Hansen.  Anne Hunnewell questioned the use of the Public Safety Building Improvements Fund.  Eleanor Marden, Fire Chief stated this fund is to be used to reseal the driveway and to insulate a portion of the upstairs of the fire station for energy savings.  Harry Decker questioned the revaluation fund.  Chairman Francesco advised that this money will be used to update the values of the town and that the State mandates towns must stay within 10% either way of 100% the market value and are required to have a revaluation every 5 years.  Harold Webster inquired about the total number of miles of roads maintained.  Peter Furmanick, Road Agent answered 38 miles of roads are maintained with19 paved and 19 dirt roads.   Willis Holland questioned the condition of the dump truck being replaced.  Furmanick stated that the dump truck being replaced has 100,000 miles and is 11 years old. The truck is running ok right now but with that many miles and age could have a major breakdown at any time.  A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED. 
Article 8:
To see if the Town will vote to change the purpose of an existing Village Sidewalks Capital Reserve Fund to the Village Sidewalks Summer Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund. (2/3 vote required). Recommend by the Selectmen
Moved by Earl Hansen and seconded by Alden Van Sickle.  Alden Van Sickle questioned the purpose of this article.   Selectman Suzanne Peoples advised this money will be used for maintenance and landscaping along the village sidewalk.  Malcolm “Tink” Taylor asked if this fund would be used for winter maintenance.  Selectman Peter Francesco stated there would be no winter maintenance for the sidewalks under the current policy.  Sallie Fellows asked it this money would be spent in 2008 as there is no appropriation in the budget for it. Town Administrator Walter Johnson stated he believed the Selectmen had authorization to expend money from this capital reserve fund when it was originally established.  Selectman Peter Webster clarified that the purpose of this Article is that the funds will be used for maintenance as construction of the village sidewalks are now complete rather than appropriating money for future maintenance of the granite wall, landscaping, and the fence.   A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED by a 2/3 vote.
Article 9
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) for a portion of the cost of installing a plaque dedicating the new Holderness/Plymouth Bridge on Route 175A in honor of US Army Captain Douglas DiCenzo.     Recommended by the Selectmen and Budget Committee
Moved by Earl Hansen and seconded by Fran Taylor.   Peter Francesco clarified that the $ 3,000.00 being raised in this article is to contribute towards the purchase and installation of a plaque dedicating the new Rt. 175A bridge in honor of Captain Douglas DiCenzo and all members of the Armed Services who have fought in the global war on terrorism.   A voice vote was taken and the Article PASSED.
Article 10:
To transact any other business that can legally come before the meeting. 

Moderator Deachman recognized and thanked Malcolm “Tink” Taylor for his 30 years of community service as Holderness Central School District Moderator and Deputy Town Moderator. 
Moderator Deachman recognized Sidney Lovett.
Representing the Board of Selectmen, Mr. Lovett recognized and thanked Peter Francesco, retiring Chairman of the Board of Selectmen.   Mr. Francesco was recognized for his years of service as Chairman on the Holderness Central School Board and as the Town’s Compliance Officer.   The Board of Selectmen had an engraved granite bench made for him as a token of the Town’s appreciation. 
Mr. Francesco thanked the community for the trust and support given to him through the years.
Selectman Peter Webster recognized the dedication of the 2007 Town Report to Richard Mardin for his 43 years of leadership and service on the Fire Department. 
With no further business to come before the meeting, Moderator Deachman declared the meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen King

Town Clerk
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